Hotel Arizona

Scottsdole infecuordors achieve high style thmugh the crective
deploymment of 2oned sound. m BY KIMBERLY R. GRIFFIN
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“The har managers want to be able to adjust the
‘music volumes in the different areas ... so they can
walk around the poalarea and the bars and adjust the
levels or pick what they want to play,” says Rosendahl.
Stil, granularity was important. For instance, the
owners were concerned about audio from the Living
Room bar spilling into the nearby lobby;, so Rosend-
ahl kept the audio within bounds by configuring the

kers in what he calls “a distributed system.”

Four Tannay CMS8 TDC in-ceiling loudspeak-
ers are divided into stereo left and right with four
Community Professional CLOUD125UB in-ceiling,
subwoofers. Because the bar is open to the lobby,
Rosendahl divided the sound system into three zones
that could be controlled separately, so the music vol-
ame within the Living Room bat could be set louder
than the zone closest to the lobby.

A differenr method of dispersion control was ap-
plied to the upstairs pool area, bar, and port cochere.
According to Rosendahl, the city of Scottsdale has a
strict decibel ordinance that prohibits audio from the
open-air pool, bar, and deck from spilling ino neigh-
boring areas. To address this issue, he faced all of the
outdoor loudspeakers inward and toward the hotel,
with a philosophy of “more speakers, less volume.”

HEARD, NOT SEEN
“The W prides itself on a distinet sense of style, so
aestherics were key. “There was a high demand for
having equipment perform, but they didn’t want to
see any equipment,” says Sietz,

The port cochere, the main entrance to the hotel
that offers a skvlg'uwewofm:poolabme,unphys
20 Community CLOUDS loudspeak sha

Mear the end of the projedt, o special chonge
order came through. The client wanted the LCDs.
abave these urinals to sense approaching “users”
ond trigger video of gesturing women

provide color-kinetic light to set the moad. Inside
the base of each lamp hides a Community WET
Series IT'W2-212-SUB indoorfoutdoor subwoofer and
a Communiry WET Series TTW2-218 full-range, two-
way loudspeaker aimed toward the hotel, organized
into three different control zones, There are also four
Electro-Voice EV-UW30 underwater loudspeakers
built into the pool structure, so guests don't have to
swim in silence.

The audio inside the nearby Shade Bar also re-
quired some creative solutions, due mostdy to last-
i | changes. Rosendahl originally spec’d
in-celing Luucispmkm for he pookside bas but the

design ch: ilable ceiling space.

strong first impression. “They wanted that music 1o be
what | refer 1 as ‘toretront musics” tairly loud, good
quality,” says Sictz. The audio source is a custonuized
music neework from Austin, Texas—hased service pro-
vider DMX, which is supplied by Starwood.

On the second level, the owners wanted most of
the pool-area audio hidden completely from view,
a dilemma addressed creatively by incorporating
the equipment into furniture and other design el-
ements. Twelve TOA H-1 Series loudspeakers rest
in the trusses of cabanas thar surround the pool.
The cabanas were designed and built by local artist!
designer Jeff Zischle of Zischke Studio, who covered
cach loudspeaker with a valance of sound-absorbing,
acoustic fabric, further preventing the audio from
escaping the premises.

Near the center of the pool level are four
large Grand Lamps, also created by Zischke, that

“We only ]uad 4 inches above the ceiling, so we
couldn't put ceiling speakers in,” says Rosendahl.

images that the W created to be conversation pieces
and just something different,” describes Sictz (the
gimmick got the hotel written up in newspapers).
“Actually, the clips are really pretey funny, and they
get people in a lighthearted mood. Their whole theme
isjust 1o be cutting edge.”
Oprex OA-70C active infrared sensors in the ceiling.
abmtuar_h m:malmggﬂ the AMX controller o activate
h its ASY-0741-01
fourchannel video playback system, which can store
about 45 different clips on each channel.

PLANNING FOR VIDEO
By Labor Day weekend 2008, the W Scorsdale was
ready For its soft opening, an invitation-only event
for investors. Since then, not only has it been open
1o the public, but it's hosted a variety of high-profile
events, such as American Idof auditions and Cirque
du Soleil. CCS built in the flexability to host crowds
large and small—such as six input plates scarrered
around the pool deck for the hotel’s portable DJ
systerm—and to prepare for possible furure plans.
“While there was very little video involved in CCS®
partion of the project, aside from the LCDs in the
restroom and NECVT695 and NP1000 projectors in
the meeting rooms, the firm laid the groundwork for
furre upgrades by wiring for another video system

in the pool-side restrooms, vi in the
meeting rooms, and a possible large-scale outdoor
‘projection system on the poal

Despite sethacks, delays, and last-minure adjust-
ments, the CCS team is pleased with what it accom-
plished. Says Sietz, “A lot of hard work, and a lor of
creative thoughts, and a lot of just coordination to
make things happen really all came together fora
huge successful project.”
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“But we used some nice full-range surfa
speakers and a couple big subwoofers, which they
actually built into the furniture.” A coffee table m
front of the bar’s couches hides one of two Yamaha
151218 subswoofers.

The mostsignificant change, howeves, came within
the last four months of the project. Ir had to do with,
of all things, the men’s restroom off the Living Room
bar. Above each urinal is a wall-mounred, motion-
activated DM10M 10-inch AdView LCD panel from
AdMart, which when approached, plays soundless,
prerecorded video clips of women giggling, winking,
gesturing, and otherwise flirting with the, er, user

“When you walk into the restroom, the panel just
looks like a picture; when you walk in front of the
urinal, it’s activated to be sort of fun, playful video
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